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France - Innovative Financing Mechanisms: The Air Tickets levy  

To reach the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015, a significant increase of the Official 

Development Assistance (ODA) flow and of its efficiency is essential. That effort is estimated at some 

additional US$ 50 billion each year. 

The fight against great pandemics - HIV/Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria- is one of the MDGs (#6) and 

the key one for reaching the others. Fighting pandemics is fighting poverty and contributes to the 

economic recovery of the poorest countries with an increase of human resources, a reinforcement of 

their health, education and economic systems. 

Facing the great pandemic risks and consequences, G8 members reaffirmed at the Gleneagles summit 

in 2005, their commitment for a universal access to treatments by 2010. On September 14, 2005, 79 

countries signed the Declaration in favour of new sources of financing for Development1 in order to 

bring stable and predictable resources to developing countries and to help them to face the burden of 

epidemics and to secure long term treatments and care as well as counselling, health education and 

prevention. The implementation of the air flight tickets contribution initiated by the French 

government in 2006 is one of these innovative financing mechanisms. 

During the Paris Conference in February 2006, 19 countries stated their will of implementing an 

international air ticket solidarity levy for fighting pandemics: Brazil, Chile, Cambodia, Cameroon, 

South Korea, Cyprus, Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Gabon, Guinea, France, Jordan, Luxembourg, Madagascar, 



Mauritius, Mali, Nicaragua, Norway and the United Kingdom2. The choice of air transports as levy basis 

is in accordance with the will to share fruits of globalization more widely given that this sector is one 

of the main beneficiaries of globalization.  

At the same time, it was decided to allocate resources issued from that levy to UNITAID, a new 

international drug purchase facility. Launched a few months later, on 19 September 2006 in New York, 

by Brazil, Chile, France, Norway, and the United Kingdom, UNITAID aims at contributing to scaling up 

access to treatment for AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria by leveraging quality drug and diagnosis, price 

reductions and accelerating access and procurement. At the moment, UNITAID has 27 member 

countries and is mainly funded through resources from air flight tickets levies. In 2007, UNITAID’s 

budget reaches about US$ 390 million.   

Resources generated by the international air ticket solidarity levy vary from country to country 

depending on the rate of the levy at country level and the global amount expected from all 

participating countries is around 350-400 million US$ per year.  

The implementation of the air flight tickets levy in France shows what that mechanism can be.  

The international air ticket solidarity levy came into force in France, the first country to implement it, 

on the 1st of July 2006, after having been passed by Parliament on 22 December 2005. The levy is 

paid on all airline tickets for flights leaving from France, whatever the nationality of the airline 

company is. The amount of the levy depends on the flight destination and the class. For all flights 

leaving France, the amount levied is 1 euro for economy class and 10 euros for business / first class 

on national and inter-European flights (European Economic Area: EU + Iceland, Liechtenstein and 

Norway). It is 4€ for economy class and 40€ for business / first class for other flights. The levy is not 

collected on connecting flights. The air flight ticket levy is paid by passengers taking off from France 

whatever their citizenship is. The air flight ticket contribution is a genuine citizen to citizen solidarity 

mechanism as it can be adopted and implemented by any country from the North or the South, and 

paid by everyone travelling. It can be easily introduced using the already existing airport tax system 

with minimal collecting charges. It affects neither competition between airlines nor that between 

major airports and its impact on air transport and tourism, structurally very dynamic, is infinitesimal.  

In France, the air flight tickets levy yielded a 160 € million euros revenue in 2007.  

[1] Algeria, Andorra, Argentina, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Benin, Bolivia, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Brazil, Cambodia, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, 

Comoros Islands, Congo, Costa Rica, Croatia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, Ecuador, East Timor Equatorial 

Guinea, Estonia, Ethiopia, France, Gabon, Germany, Grenada, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau,  Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, India, 

Ivory Coast, Jordanian, Kuwait, Laos, Lebanon, Luxembourg, Macedonia, Madagascar, Mali, Morocco, Mauritius, 

Mauritania, Moldavia, Mozambique, Monaco, Namibia, Nicaragua, Niger, Peru, Qatar, United Kingdom, Romania, Sao Tome, 

Senegal, Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Syria, , Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, Thailand, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, Uruguay, 

Vietnam, Zambia, Zimbabwe.  

[2] At the moment, the levy is implemented in France, Chile, Ivory Coast, Congo, Korea Republic, Madagascar, Mauritius, 

Niger and Norway (part of CO2 taxation) and in a ongoing process in Benin, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Cyprus, 

Gabon, Guinea, Liberia, Mali, Morocco, Namibia, Central African Republic, Senegal, Sao Tome & Principe, and Togo. 

For more information, please contact Adeline Lautissier, Project Assistant - Friends of the Global Fund 

Europe 

 

Germany - International Conference of Action for Global Health  

To mark World Health Day, Terre des Hommes and Welthungerhilfe, as German partners of the 

European health and development network Action for Global Health are holding a conference in Berlin 



on 7th and 8th of April, on the health Millennium Development Goals: “Initiative-overkill – the health 

sector’s newest sickness? The health initiatives of European governments – who and how do they 

really help? A critical analysis.“  

The German partners of the European Alliance Against Malaria, the German Foundation for World 

Population (DSW) and the German Red Cross (GRC) are supporting the conference. 

For more information, please contact Amely Pabst or Iris Möker, Press Officers - German Red Cross 

 

Germany - Media study tour to the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo and 

Ghana  

A journalist, a cameraman and a photographer 

joined a study tour organised by the German 

Red Cross (GRC) to a GRC malaria project in the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR Congo) 

and a malaria vaccine study in Ghana. In Kindu, 

the capital of the East-Congolese province 

Maniema, the GRC runs in cooperation with the 

Congolese Red Cross and the Congolese 

government a malaria project that includes the distribution of bednets, awareness rising for malaria in 

schools, mosques and churches and cleaning the surroundings. Six months after the project had 

started the malaria rate was considerably reduced: 50 percent less consultations at the health and 

care centers of Kindu were observed. A little anecdote shows the drastic way how malaria prevention 

is enforced in Maniema: The province governor arrests people for five days who refuse to clean the 

surroundings of their houses and to cut the grass. 

 

In Ghana, the journalists visited the Kumasi Center for Collaborative Research (KCCR), a joint venture 

of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Ghana, the Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and 

Technology in Kumasi and the Bernhard-Nocht-Institute for Tropical Medicine. The KCCR is part of a 

multinational partnership conducting phase II field trials for the new malaria vaccine candidate 

launched recently. The vaccine named RTS, S was developed by GlaxoSmithKline Biologicals and 

partners in the US in the late 1980s. Subsequently the vaccine was developed for young children in 

cooperation with the PATH Malaria Vaccine Initiative. The study sites have recruited a total of 540 

children in the age of 5-17 months to participate under close medical monitoring at the hospital in 

Agogo. In Kumasi, the journalists talked to Prof. Tsiri Agbenyega, Dean of the School of Medical 

Sciences in Kumasi. Accompanied by Dr. Thomas Kruppa of the Bernhard Nocht Institute and his 

Ghanaian colleague Ohene Adjey, the journalists also had the chance to visit the Agogo hospital, talk 

to the doctors and watch the treatment of malaria-infected children.  

For more information, please contact Amely Pabst or Iris Möker, Press Officers - German Red Cross 

 

Germany - International malaria conference in Bonn, Germany, 21-22 April 2008  

In the run-up to the first World Malaria Day, the German Foundation for World Population (DSW) and 

the German Red Cross (GRC), as members of the European Alliance Against Malaria, together with the 

"Stop Malaria Now" campaign will host an international malaria conference from April 21st - 22nd 

2008 at Deutsche Welle in Bonn.  



The high-level conference on Joining Forces, Synergising Action - Sustainable and Innovative Ways of 

Ensuring Long-Term Availability of Malaria Prevention and Treatment Measures by 2015 will involve 

the formulation of political recommendations in partnership, encourage networking, strengthen the 

dialogue between civil society and the private sector on malaria control strategies in order to finally 

put malaria high on the international political development agenda.  

For more information about this event please contact Katharina Scheffler, Advocacy Officer - Deutsche 

Stiftung Weltbevölkerung (DSW).  

The programme of the conference can be downloaded here. 

 

Germany - Public event on World-Malaria Day in Berlin  

On occasion of the first World Malaria Day in history on 25th April 2008 and together with Malaria No 

More Germany, DSW and GRC are holding a public event in Berlin. The event, which will take place on 

the centrally located “Potsdamer Platz”, will target the media as well as the broad public. Among the 

guests we expect the Minister of Economic Cooperation and Development, Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul 

(tbc), the actress, Dennenesch Zoudé (tbc) as well as the Vice president of the German Red Cross, 

Donata Freifrau Schenk zu Schweinsberg (tbc). To attract public attention, the event is framed by an 

“Anti-Malaria- Fair”. Participants have the possibility to playfully “combating malaria” by using various 

tools, e.g. by beating the Anopheles. The soccer club of Berlin “Hertha BSC” is involved; “information 

nets” and stands will explain the malaria problem and the need for scaling up financial support for the 

fight against malaria.  

For more information, please contact Amely Pabst or Iris Möker, Press Officers - German Red Cross 

 

Spain - Government Commits EUR 5 Million to DNDi's Research  

Spain's Agencia Española de Cooperación Internacional (AECI) granted EUR 5 million to the Drugs for 

Neglected Diseases initiative (DNDi) for essential research and development (R&D) of drugs for 

neglected diseases such as human African trypanosomiasis, leishmaniasis, Chagas disease, and 

malaria. 

The grant, spread over two years, demonstrates the commitment of the Spanish government to 

support research and development on neglected diseases, and will provide core funding for DNDi to 

address the urgent needs of patients suffering from these poverty-related diseases. With a current 

portfolio of 18 projects, DNDi aims to develop 6 to 8 new, improved, and field-relevant drugs by 2014, 

including two new malaria treatments that are being delivered in 2008. 

"To fight against neglected diseases is to put a voice where there is only silence, and a light in the 

darkness. It is an ethic responsibility of the governments in developed countries. Spain is dedicated to 

reinforce its commitment in the following years, and Spanish Cooperation aims to become the leading 

force in this issue", said Leire Pajín, Spanish Secretary of International Cooperation. "We cannot carry 

on allowing the lack of a solid and continuous international response to fight against neglected 

diseases. 

The effort of Spanish Cooperation, which has been multiplied by five during this government term 

period, only ushers an era in which Spanish agency wants to lead and add new private and public 

efforts as well, and to join other European partners in this sense. Although in 2004, Spain provided 

less than EUR 2 million, in 2008 we are planning to provide more than EUR 10 million for the fight 

against neglected diseases. "  



For more information, please contact Filomena Ruggiero, Advocacy Officer – Federación de 

Planificación Familiar Estatal or Sonia Cervelló Rüdiger, Coordination Advocacy Officer - Spanish Red 

Cross 

 

Spain - Meeting with Spanish representative to the GFTAM  

In February, the Spanish members of the European Alliance Against Malaria (EAAM) met with Mr. 

Francisco Elias de Tejada, the Spanish representative to the Global Fund to fight Aids, Tuberculosis 

and Malaria. The meeting was a great opportunity to promote the need to grant the RBM Executive 

Secretary with a non-voting seat during the meetings of the Global Fund’s Policy and Strategy 

Committee. Additionally, EAAM partners asked for Spanish support to the AMFm initiative. 

For more information, please contact Filomena Ruggiero, Advocacy Officer – Federación de 

Planificación Familiar Estatal fruggiero@fpfe.org or Sonia Cervelló Rüdiger, Coordination Advocacy 

Officer - Spanish Red Cross scervello@cruzroja.es 

 

 

UK - Mobilising 4 Malaria  

Malaria Consortium has launched a campaign consisting of a virtual World 

Malaria Day Button - available in English, French, Portuguese and 

Spanish - which can be put on websites and be used in email footers. The 

aim is for as many websites as possible to display the button by World 

Malaria Day, 25th April 2008. This button points people to the World 

Malaria Day website. To download it, press here.   

People can also connect with all those involved worldwide through the social networks Facebook and 

MySpace. For more information please see this page.  

For more information about this initiative, please contact Sarah Pickwick, Advocacy Coordinator - 

Malaria Consortium 

 


